


  Residual Biological Materials Transfer Agreement

Between
(Medical Facility Name)
Address: 
Represented by: (Name, Title)
(hereinafter referred to as the "Provider")
And
L.A. Orbeli Institute of Physiology
Address: 22 Orbeli Brothers street
Represented by: Naira Ayvazyan, Director
(hereinafter referred to as the "Recipient")

1. Purpose
This Residual Biological Materials Transfer Agreement (“Agreement”) sets forth the terms under which the Provider agrees to transfer human biological materials (residual surgical tissues) to the Recipient for the purpose of conducting biomedical research projects approved by the Recipient Institution’s Institutional Review Board (IRB)
Definitions
· Residual Biological Materials: Biological tissues or specimens obtained during surgical procedures that are no longer required for clinical care and would otherwise be discarded as medical waste.
· De-identified Materials: Residual Biological Materials that have been stripped of all identifiers, codes, or links that could permit re-identification of the individual from whom they originated.
· Principal Investigator: The individual at the Recipient Institution responsible for the use of the Residual Biological Materials.

2. Scope of Biological Materials Transfer
The Provider shall supply residual human biological materials (e.g. tissues/organs) removed during medical/surgical procedures conducted in the medical facility and otherwise destined for disposal as medical waste.
The Recipient and its Principal Investigator shall have no role in the collection of biological materials or in the patient consent process.
Prior to transfer biological materials shall be de-identified.
No personal identifiers or links to patient identity will be provided to the Recipient.

3. Nature of Use
The biological materials will be used exclusively for the research projects, approved by the L.A. Orbeli Institutional Review Board.
The Recipient shall not use the biological materials for any commercial purpose without the prior written consent of the Provider.

4. Data Protection
The Provider shall ensure that all biological materials are de-identified in accordance with national and applicable international data protection standards.
The Recipient shall not attempt to re-identify patients (donors of biological materials) under any circumstances.

5. Responsibilities of the Parties
5.1. The Provider shall:
· Ensure biological materials are collected as part of medical/surgical procedure and are not removed specifically for research purposes.
· Ensure that all residual biological materials transferred to Recipient are irreversibly de-identified prior to transfer. If the Provider retains identifiers or coded materials for its own purposes, no identifiers, codes, or links permitting re-identification will be provided to the Recipient. If materials are coded, the Provider shall notify the Recipient that they are link-anonymized (coded).
· Maintain internal documentation, including the original consent for medical/surgical procedure and either broader consent for the use of residual biological materials in research or confirmation that the patient has not objected to such use.
· Affirm that transfer of the Residual Surgical Materials under this Agreement complies with all applicable legal and ethical requirements.

5.2. The Recipient shall:
· Use residual biological materials solely for the research projects approved by its Institutional Review Board and in accordance with applicable laws and regulations
· Not attempt, under any circumstances, to re-identify the source of the residual biological materials, or use any methods that could link such materials to identifiable individuals.
· Not transfer the residual biological materials to any third party without prior written permission from Provider.
· Upon completion of the research, either:
· Discard any remaining residual biological materials as medical waste; or
· Store them for future use only in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and valid IRB approvals
· Maintain accurate records of the receipt, use, storage, and final disposition of all residual biological materials.
· Submit required reports on the use of residual biological materials to its Institutional Review Board in accordance with the regulations and policies of the L.A. Orbeli Institute.

6. Intellectual Property and Publications
No intellectual property rights are transferred through this Agreement.
Recipient retains ownership of data and results generated from the research, subject to applicable institutional policies and laws.
Results generated from the research use of transferred biological materials may be published, provided the Provider is acknowledged in all publications, unless agreed otherwise. Authorship opportunities will be discussed in good faith if Provider’s contributions meet accepted authorship criteria. 

7. Compliance
Both parties agree to comply with the laws and regulations of the Republic of Armenia governing medical care and biomedical research, as well as applicable international ethical standards.

8. Duration and Termination
This agreement shall remain in effect from the date of signing for a period of three (3) years from the Effective date, unless terminated earlier by either party with 30 days written notice.
In case of breach of ethical or legal obligations, either party may terminate the agreement immediately.

9. Confidentiality
Both parties agree to maintain the confidentiality of internal processes, records, and documentation not intended for public release. Patient confidentiality shall be preserved at all times. If the Provider notifies the Recipient that materials are coded (link-anonymized), the coding status itself shall also be treated as confidential information and not disclosed or used for re-identification.

10. Governing Law
This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Republic of Armenia.

Signatures
Provider:
Name: _______________________
Title: ________________________
Date: ________________________
Signature: ____________________


Recipient:
Name: Naira Ayvazyan
Title: Director
Date: ________________________
Signature: ____________________




